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Election 2018 and 

Beyond: 
 

Engaging Our 

Communities 
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           The public trusts nonprofits. 
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Nonprofits are effective vote mobilizers 

• Nonprofits are already known and 

trusted by under-voting groups 

• People who register to vote 

through a nonprofit are more than 

twice as likely to vote as others 

• Nonprofits believe in 

participatory democracy 

• Nonprofits know what is 

at stake 
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 If everyone who worked or volunteered in 

 healthcare voted . . .  

 

 If everyone who worked or volunteered in the environment 

 voted . . .  

 

 If everyone who worked or volunteered in the arts 

 voted . . . 

 

 937,000 nonprofit employees in California 

 7 million volunteers 

 We’re a big voting bloc! 

What If We All Voted? 
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What nonprofits CAN’T do about 

voting Endorse a candidate 
 
Oppose a candidate 
 
Engage in partisan voter registration 

( ie. Only registering one party) 
  
Put up signs about a candidate 

 
Donate money or resources to a 

candidate 
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        Everything else!!! 

What nonprofits CAN do about 

voting 
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 1. Voter registration & re-registration 

 

 2. Voter education 

 

 3. Get Out the Vote (GOTV) 
 

3 Components of Voter Engagement 
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Board Members and Volunteers 
 
Talk about voting and the issues with your 

co-workers, staff, volunteers or anyone who 

will listen over lunch, during a staff meeting 

or host a community event.   

 

If you have something like “board member 

agreement,” add to it: 

“Board members will vote in  

every election while they are  

on the board.” 
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 Integrate voter engagement into     

 all your activities 
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Voter Registration 
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  Put up voter registration signs. 

• Put up a sign 

saying you have 

voter registration 

materials 

• Be willing to 

register for any 

party 

• Don’t connect 

voting to a 

candidate 
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  Help people register online. 
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Change-of-address 

is registering people 

too!  

 Make sure everyone is registered at 

their current address. 
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   Voter Education 
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 Publish or publicize nonpartisan     

 analysis. 
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  Encourage people to attend 

community forums and debates. 
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8.  Take stands on ballot measures and 

   explain why. 
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Voter Mobilization 
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  Remind everyone to vote! 

• Remind everyone – staff, volunteers, 

constituents – to vote by mail 

• Remind everyone it’s election day 

• Offer to give constituents rides to 

polling places 

• Call and email people to remind them 

to vote: a great volunteer project 

• Ask people to make a plan for when 

they will vote and how they’ll get to 

the polls. 

• Remind staff they can have up to 2 

hours paid time off to vote 
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Voter mobilization 

Wait a minute . . .  

 

“give staff two 

hours of paid 

time to vote?”  
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VoteWithYourMission.org 
 

Pledge to vote! 

 

Sign up and get free poster, 

stickers for your nonprofit, 

online registration flyers 
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About Vote with Your Mission 

 

Vote with Your Mission is the campaign 

to help nonprofits mobilize their staff, 

volunteers, and constituents as voters. 

 

Sign on to Vote with Your Mission: 

www.votewithyourmission.org 
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Thank you! 
 
    Nancy Berlin 

    

nancyb@calnonprofits.org 


