
COMMUNITY HEALTH 

WORKER COALITION FOR 

MIGRANTS AND 

REFUGEES (CHWCMR)
Ileana Maria Ponce-Gonzalez, MD, MPH

Carlos Mejia Rodriguez, MD

Xochilt Chacon, MD



CHWCMR MISSION 

Mission

 Encourage and support 

Community Health Workers 

and Champions who serve 

underserved populations by 

creating new opportunities and 

developing innovative solutions.

Vision

 Support CHWs and champions to 

allow them to increase their 

personal potential, improve their 

quality of life, support their 

family to better serve their 

community.

www.chwcoalition.org

https://www.chwcoalition.org/


CHWCMR is the force of justice of the 

Community Champions



 Ileana Maria Ponce-Gonzalez, 

MD,MPH

ileanaponce9@chwcoalition.org

Community Champions 

are members of the 

community and they 

should never pay for  

education to be able of 

serving their 

communities.

mailto:ileanaponce9@chwcoalition.org


 Carlos Mejia Rodriguez, MD

Serving the community is 

to be connected with the 

deeply roots of creation.



 Xochitl Chacon, MD

We come from different 

backgrounds also we are 

from the same umbrella



CHWCMR Our Board of Directors



CHWCMR External Advisory Board



CHWCMR Programs

Advocacy

Health Education

Capacity Building

Support Student in the Health Field

Leadership

Empower Migrants and Refugees





Thanks

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

If you are interested in joining us, please 

feel free to give us your contact 

information after the session.

http://unahistoriaclinica.blogspot.com/2010/08/jugamos-medicos-neurologia-respuestas.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Presented by Cancer Pathways, in partnership with the 
Community Health Workers Coalition for Migrants and Refugees (CHWCMR)

Presentation given by Sophie Rice-Sauer

Cancer Education and Health Advocacy Conference:

Built with Coalition Partners



The Beginning: 

• Cancer Pathways provides free programs of education and 
support, in a variety of locations, to men, women, teens and 
children who have been impacted by cancer

• Dr. Ileana Ponce-Gonzalez came to one of our free programs 
focused on cancer in the workplace



Dr. Ponce-Gonzalez had a question for us:

 How can we work together to provide 
cancer education to the Migrant and 
Seasonal Farm Worker (MSFW) 
communities and CHWs in rural 
Washington?



Who are our partners?

What is a partner?
Provide service, content and support 
in areas our organization was lacking

• Dr. Ponce-Gonzalez and the Coalition
• CHWs and Socorro as our liaison 
• Radio KDNA in Granger, WA



What does this community need?
How can our organization serve?

• We needed the help of the CHWs to understand what their 
community needed and wanted from the resources our 
Seattle organization could provide

• Needs Assessment Survey for CHWs:
• Offered in Spanish and English 
• Distributed by Dr. Ponce-Gonzalez and Socorro, our CHW liaison
• Findings told us what they wanted to know most for their 

community
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What are the three biggest cancer risk factors in your 
community?

67%

16%

17% Agree

Disagree

Somewhat

Cancer is significantly affecting the 
community you serve:

MSFWs and their families know ways to 
prevent cancer:

16%

67%

17% Agree

Disagree

other

100%
Agree

Disagree

Would welcome an opportunity to learn more about cancer 
and talk about it with the community you serve:

Some CHWs Needs Assessment Results:



1. Cancer education for CHWs and 
community members:
a) What is cancer?
b) How can you detect cancer?
c) Cancer risk factors in community from 

CHW assessment:
> environmental exposures, 
> unhealthy lifestyle, and 
> sun exposure

2. Advocacy for the health of your 
community:

a) Invite a Legislative Representative 
to attend the conference to teach 
members how to prepare for a 
meeting with an elected official

b) What to expect, what questions to 
ask, what materials to bring, and 
how to participate in the process 
of making your issue heard

c) Opportunities for students and 
youth engagement 

Priorities from Needs Assessment: Education & Advocacy 





As partners, we each knew that it would 
take all of us to reach out to people and 

organizations to ask if they were 
interested in sponsoring.

Sponsorships Needed For Event:

Sponsorship Levels Available

“Your support of this workshop will 
contribute to educating people about and 

reducing the risk of cancer around the state, 
particularly among the people who bring 
healthy vegetables and fruits to our table.

All sponsorships will allow this much needed 
workshop to be offered free of charge 

including providing meals and per-diem for 
attendees.”



Conference Agenda/La Agenda de la Conferencia

 We welcomed guests and served 
breakfast

 Our Advocacy presentation with 
Senator Judy Warnick gave us clear 
steps in how to meet with a 
Legislative Representative to discuss 
your important issue

 Our cancer education presentation 
focused on subjects that impact this 
community

 We welcomed Cancer Survivors to tell 
their inspiring stories

 A researcher from the National 
Cancer Institute presented to tell us a 
little about cancer research and 
indigenous communities



Attendees were from:
• Peru
• Mexico
• El Salvador
• Los Angeles
• Olympia
• Seattle

Attendance:
• 51 people total included:

• Granger High School 
students

• Fred Hutch researchers
• Yakima Health District 

Employees
• Community Health Workers
• Migrant & Seasonal Farm 

Workers

Conference Agenda/La Agenda de la Conferencia



Pre and Post Surveys Distributed to All Attendees 
(Available in Spanish and English)

Same Questions Provided for Each Version:
• Pre-Survey to assess what was already known from 

the attendees prior to the conference
• Post-Survey to assess growth in knowledge from the 

materials presented
• Questions for each included information about:       

- cancer health education, 
- how to meet with a Legislative Representative, and 
- specific risks to MSFWs and community members

Follow Up:
A summary of each presentation was provided 

in English and Spanish after the conference

Survey Summary:

• An increase in the general knowledge of 
cancer education and prevention

• An increase in knowledge of how working 
conditions, and sun and chemical exposure 
can contribute to cancer

• A noticeable increase in the understanding of 
how to approach a meeting with a state 
representative



2019: Let’s do it again!
WAS THE EVENT LAST YEAR BENEFICIAL TO THOSE WHO CAME/TO THE COMMUNITY?

SHOULD WE OFFER THIS EVENT AGAIN?
IF WE WERE TO DO IT AGAIN, WHAT WOULD WE NEED TO CHANGE?

Surveyed Participants from 2018 Conference:

1. Did you attend the conference alone or with an organization?
2. How far did you have to travel to attend?
3. What presentation was most helpful? 
4. What would you like to learn more about?
5. Would you come to the conference again?
6. What was the most important thing you learned?
7. How can we invite others in your community to this event?
8. What would make it easier for you to attend this conference?



2019: Moving Forward

From the survey submissions we learned, 

1. Most attended with an organization
2. 40 to 160 miles traveled to attend
3. Majority said cancer education was the most helpful
4. Many wanted to learn more about pesticides, advocacy 

and mental health
5. 100% would attend the conference again
6. Risks and prevention
7. Formal invitations and a focus on local businesses 

attending
8. Most said it was relatively easy for them to attend last 

year

Changes to 2019:

• Incorporate more tips on prevention for 
all who attend

• More information in our cancer 
education presentation about 
pesticides

• Invite additional Legislative 
Representation

• Survivor Panel to share their mental 
health tools

• Marketing materials to be formal 
invitations
• As well as offering special level of 

sponsorship to local businesses



“It impacts me to know that 
there was a senator there and 
that they are interested in 
working with our community.”

- Migrant Worker



YOU’RE INVITED: 2019!!



Sponsorship for 2019:

*If you are interested in sponsoring the 2019 event, please contact Lisa at lisa@cancerpathways.org



Built With Coalition Partners 
Breakdown: 

Coalition: noun; an alliance for a combined action

1. What was our alliance centered around?
 Providing free cancer education and health advocacy

2. What was the combined action we sought with 
the help of our partners?
 Conference for this community, in this community

3. What does this community need and want?
 Communication was essential!



Thank you very much!

Muchos Gracias!



1621 S. Jackson St. Suite 202 

Seattle, WA 98144

206.322.7700 info@entrehermanos.org



Mission Statement Nuestra Misión

To promote the health and well-being of the Latino LGBTQ 
community in a culturally appropriate environment through disease 
prevention, education, support services, advocacy and community 
building.

Promover la salud y el bienestar de la comunidad Latina LGBTQ 
a través de educación, prevención de VIH/ETS y colaboraciones
comunitarias dentro de un marco culturalmente apropiado.



History Historia

1991
Entre Hermanos was born under POCAAN with cooperation of the Washington Latino AIDS Coalition.
El comienzo de Entre Hermanos bajo POCAAN brotó con la colaboración de Washington Latino AIDS 
Coalition.

1993
Functioned independently, directing several activities for the community.
La autosuficiencia trajo nuevos cargos y actividades para la comunidad.

2001
We received a charter by the State of Washington to operate as a nonprofit 
organization, through the corporate status offered by IRS Section 501(C)3.

Fuimos reconocidos en el Estado de Washington como una organización sin fines de lucro 
(Sección 501 (C) 3 del IRS.)

2010
HIV/STI’s testing partnership with Gaycity.

La colaboración con Gaycity trajo examines de VIH/ETS.



History Historia

2013
Case Management for people living with HIV began.

Coordinación social de casos para personas viviendo con el VIH comenzaron. 

2014
Support Group for Latinxs Living with HIV/AIDS.

Grupo de apoyo para Latinxs viviendo con el VIH y/o SIDA fue oficialmente reconocido en la agencia.

2017
Immigration program initiated.

Inició el programa de inmigración.

2019
Onsite daily HIV tests and Immigration Staff Attorney.

Pruebas de VIH diariamente ofrecidas en nuestra oficina al 
igual que servicios legales de inmigracion.



Free Services Servicios Gratuitos

• HIV Testing 

• Condom Distribution 

• HIV Prevention & Education 

• Case Management for Latinos Living with HIV 

• Support Groups for Latinos Living with HIV 

• Immigration Legal Services 

• Family Law Clinic 

• Workers’ Rights 

• Community Engagement & Advocacy 

• Resources for our Trans Community 

• Development of Social Activities and Events 

• FM Radio Program

• Exámenes de VIH

• Distribución de condones

• VIH: Prevención y Educación 

• Trabajo de servicio social para Latinos viviendo con VIH

• Grupo de apoyo para Latin@s viviendo con VIH

• Servicios legales de Inmigración

• Clínicas legales de ley familiar

• Asesoría en derechos laborales

• Conexión de servicios con proveedores

• Actividades sociales y recreativas

• Programa de Radio



HIV Testing Exámenes de VIH



PrEP and Condoms PrEP y Condones

Year Distribution

2014 8,000

2015 10,000

2016 15,000

2017 20,000

2018



Case Management Coordinación de Casos

Year # 

clients

FTE

2013 13 One part time 

position

2014 20 One part time 
position

2015 26 One part time 
position

2016 28 One part time 
position

2017 33 Two part time 
positions

2018 43 Two part time 
positions



Legal Services Servicios Legales

11%

45%

33%

11%

Breakdown of Gender 
Identity

Female

Male

T Female

T Male

67%

11%

11%

11%

Services Provided

Asylum

Family-Based
Relief (DV)

Family-Based
Relief (PIP)

Residency



Thank You Gracias

Come visit!

¡Visitanos!



Empowering

Communities

Through

Collaboration
FAMILY SUPPORT PARTNERSHIP

EASTSIDE FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER

JACQUELINE ESTRADA, CHW 



!La union hace

la fuerza!
 Definir Salud

 Colaboración 

 Visión y Misión

 Crear Confianza y 
Conexiones Sociales

 Crear Comunidad

 Crear Salud

 Sanar 

 Transformar



Salud es…

Colaboración
• Visión Compartida

• Unir Recursos

• Alinear Misión y 

Objectivos



Comunidad, 
Cultura y Salud

 Crear Confianza

 Crear Comunidad

 Crear Salud



Sanar  y Transformar
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